
 

 

 

New European association for lung cancer patients launched today 

 

27th September 2013, Amsterdam.  Today a new European association for lung cancer patients has seen 

the light of day. Lung Cancer Europe (LuCE) has been established to bring about improvements in lung 

cancer outcomes for all European patients and to help improve the quality of life for the many thousands of 

patients and survivors living with lung cancer in Europe today.  

 

For the first time lung cancer patients, survivors and their families will have a voice at a European level 

which will enable them to influence policy decisions that impact on European lung cancer outcomes.  This is 

critically important because there are significant problems with lung cancer outcomes across Europe. Lung 

cancer accounts for one fifth of all cancer deaths in Europe today.  It is the commonest cause of death from 

cancer in European men and is the third most common cause of death in women. Nearly every minute a 

European citizen is told that they have lung cancer and every hour 40 Europeans die of this terrible 

disease.1   Moreover, there is evidence to show worrying inequalities in lung cancer control between EU 

Member States with data showing that the lung cancer mortality rate in men is over three times as high in 

the worst performing Member State as compared with the best.2 

 

LuCE has a mission to improve lung cancer outcomes and address the unacceptable inequities in lung 

cancer survival across Europe.  “With LuCE we want to create a European platform that gives a strong voice 

to lung cancer patient organisations in Europe – and we want to support the establishment of national 

patient groups in countries, where such groups do not yet exist. We wish to raise awareness about 

inequities regarding the access to lung cancer treatment and care in Europe. And we will work for improving 

European policies and increasing funding allocated to lung cancer research. Last but not least, we hope that 

the association can help to reduce the stigmatisation of lung cancer patients," Mogens Ekelund, 

representative of the LuCE Steering Committee explains. 

 

The meeting to establish LuCE will take place at the Hotel Radisson Blu, Amsterdam Airport, with the 

participation of lung cancer patient organisations from 11 European countries. LuCE is a non-profit 

association that has been established with support from the European Thoracic Oncology Platform and the 

European School of Oncology. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/Ferlay%20J_EJC_2013.pdf  

2
 http://ec.europa.eu/health/major_chronic_diseases/diseases/cancer/  

http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/Ferlay%20J_EJC_2013.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/major_chronic_diseases/diseases/cancer/


 

 

For further information contact: 

 

In English and German: 

Lung Cancer Europe Secretariat 

Viktor Zsuffa 

luce@etop-eu.org 

Phone: 

+41 (0)31 389 93 87 

 

In Dutch:  

Cilia Linssen  

cilia.linssen@chello.nl 

Longkanker Informatiecentrum 

Phone:  
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